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September 20, 2017  
 
The Honorable Paul Ryan      
Speaker of the House of Representatives      
U.S. House of Representatives      
Washington, DC 20515        
 
 
Dear Speaker Ryan:   
 
We write to you on behalf of evangelical and Pentecostal society partners. We regularly pray for 
you and your staff for wisdom and encouragement. 
 
While many communities have been weighing in on several critical concerns regarding Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), we are limiting our commentary and focus to articulating 
a Christian view of migration, broader concerns with the current immigration system, and an 
articulation of principles that should guide solutions to these challenges.  
 
A Christian View of Migration  
 
As Christians we believe that God has established governing authorities of various kinds and 
given them the task to oversee the migration of peoples. God is in relationship with all the 
peoples of the earth and as such migrations that are the result of war, famine, and natural disasters 
of various kinds are of special concern for Christians. Christians, acting in the Spirit of the 
Kingdom of God, have long established missions of charity and relief for those fleeing desperate 
circumstances. In the best spirit of the church, we advocate good understandings between 
peoples, and the pastoral care and provision for those fleeing desperate times in particular. We 
also believe that immigration that is mutually beneficial for immigrants and the host country on 
the grounds of commerce, research, or further education are also to be commended. These 
beneficial relationships, when handled rightly, are a blessing for promoting understanding 
between peoples.  
 
Concerns with the Immigration System 
 
Since the 1990s, the number of persons living in the United States without legal basis has grown 
significantly. Most estimates put the number at more than 11 million persons.  The Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Responsibility Act of 1996 (IIRIRA) provided for additional border 
enforcement and also enacted many provisions related to persons living in the United States 
illegally for extended periods. These provisions put three and ten-year bars on re-entry for those 
who extended their stay illegally or entered illegally to begin with. Such provisions make it 
exceedingly difficult to resolve DACA-related cases.  
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Policy solutions that range from deferred action to	advance parole for emergency travel, while 
helpful in providing temporary relief, do not adequately address the number of challenges that our 
present immigration challenges present.  
 
Solutions that help return the United States to fair and just practices are needed. A helpful 
approach would strike a balance between those fleeing desperate circumstances, those who are in 
search of work which can not otherwise be filled by Americans, and those who have 
fundamentally bought into the American vision of human flourishing and liberty.  
 
Principles To Guide Solutions 
 
To these ends we offer the following principles as you take up the challenging task of looking at 
immigration and its related challenges: 
 

• DACA-related cases should balance the spirit of the 1996 IIRIRA law which emphasized 
longer waiting periods with some relief. Such an approach might lengthen the wait times 
for becoming a permanent resident beyond the current norm and might limit the ability to 
sponsor others.  

• Those who are here without a legal basis must have some fair way of establishing their 
initial reasons and motivations. Individuals and families who have fled from instability or 
threat of harm should be handled differently from those who primarily came to the United 
States seeking work and opportunity.  

• A guest worker program should be greatly expanded and revised. This new program 
should be open to new workers applying from their home country and to those 
unauthorized immigrants currently residing in this country. Such a program should clarify 
and make transparent the obligations and responsibilities of employers and sending 
countries in terms of social costs.  

• Increased border enforcement should be tempered to continue to slow the flow of illegal 
immigration, but must not over militarize our border or immigration control. The United 
States should also refrain from developing excessive infrastructure that could be used by 
future administrations to apply drastic and unnecessary solutions to the current challenge.  

 
We look forward to working with you, the President, members of both parties, and people of 
good will towards restoring a just and fair immigration system to the United States.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Alexei Laushkin  
Executive Director 
Kingdom Mission Society 


